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1. What tests are used to determine legal sanity?  
The definition of insanity varies across different states because each state has a different threshold under which they can determine whether the actions and the wellbeing of an individual can be considered as insanity. Therefore, this discussion will provide a focus on the state of Florida in understanding the definition of insanity and the underlying threshold. Under the Florida statute section 775.027 (1) (a) (b), insanity is established when an individual has a mental infirmity, disease or defect that is confirmed by a highly qualified healthcare professional whose decision can be considered. Thus because of the identified condition an individual acts without knowing its consequence because the condition has affected an individual's normal thought process. 
2. Is the defendant presumed to be sane until proven otherwise? 
In Florida statute under affirmative defense 775.027 (1), all individuals are presumed to be sane until proven otherwise by a highly competent healthcare provider whose decision is binding after assessing an individual.  The statute also considers that the presence of mental infirmity, disease or defect does not necessarily constitute to a defense of insanity. The condition must be linked to an action that has been committed by a defendant with a critical focus on an accurate determination regarding the approach that needs to be considered in creating an understanding that it is the condition which influences the defendant to commit the perceive action without knowing the consequences of the action. 


3. Does the burden of proof for the defense of insanity lie with the defense or prosecution? 
The defendant has the burden of proving the defense of insanity at the time of a given incidence by providing clear evidence. The defense of insanity is an action that is invoked by the defense because they believe that it is the underlying condition, which influenced the decision to commit a crime. The defendant must clearly show the link between the medical infirmity, disease or defect with the crime committed. The link, in this case, can only be established through the assessment of the behavior and mental status of a defendant by forensic investigators. The evidence that is based on the evaluation of the defendant has a strong bearing on the case on whether it would be enough to convince the court to consider an insanity defense. The period that is regarded as in this case is at the time of the action since it is only through an assessment of the defendant’s mental wellbeing at the time of the crime that can provide a strong focus on the defense that is being developed (Chemerinsky, 2016).
4. If legal insanity is proved, what verdict is used, NGRI or GBI? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Florida state allows criminal defendants to invoke the not guilty because of insanity. Therefore if a defendant is found to be legally insane and its provide beyond a reasonable doubt by the defense, the court applies Not Guilty Because of Insanity. However, it is important that the court considers such a person, a threat to the society. Therefore the person has to undergo treatment at a mental hospital or a specialized healthcare institution based on the condition of the defendant for a period. The period may exceed the prison sentence the defendant was facing so that they can recover fully (Waldron, 2017).
The Florida court in making its determination on this matter, it applies the M'Naghten Rule, which provides a test on whether the defendant understood the difference between right and wrong at the time of the act. However successful according to the insanity defense is a very complex process which must be taken into consideration fully by both the court and defense in making a successful determination.
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